Table of Contents

Foreword

PART |

THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
I. The Application Process

13

13

1. The US system of higher education
2. The UK system of higher education

16

3. A few definitions

17

4. The admissions committee (adcom)

20

5. The application process

21

6. GPA (Grade Point Average)

23

7. Transcripts

28

8. The international language tests
9. Reasons for applying

29
33

10. The financial onus

34

11. Scholarships for French students

36

42

12. Choosing a school or a program

13. PhD programs

45

14. Master’s degree programs

48

I1. Statement of Purpose & Personal Statement
1. Introduction

53

53

2. Guidelines

59

60

3. Thinking it through: Who am I?

4. Beginning to write your statement

63

II1. The Opening Paragraph

65

1. General

65

2. Elements to include in the introduction

3. The PhD application

70
81

82

4. Avoiding the pitfalls
5. Rotten apples

89

6. Convincing examples

IV. Why your Program Appeals to me

1. General

2. Go straight to the point

3. The program coursework

4. The faculty

5. The course content

6. Lab work and project work

104

111
111
111
113
115
116
117



7. Visit to the campus

8. Highlight your career vision
9. Don’ts

V. My Academic Background

1. From the baccalaureate to college/the preparatory program

2. Undergraduate/college/ Grande école curriculum
3. Coursework

4. Project work/Research work

5. Internship experience/ Work experience

VI. The Personal (History) Statement (PHS)

1. General

2. A stand-alone document

3. The diversity statement

4. UCAS application

5. Personal history: a paragraph inside your SOP

6. What to put in the personal history statement

7. The supplemental question

VII. Outside/Extracurricular Activities

1. Definition

2. Activities

3, What to leave out

4. Convincing examples

VIII. How to Conclude the SOP

1. General

2. What you bring to the program
3. What you expect from the program

4. The locale

5. The right fit

6. Your professional future
7. Working for the common good

8. Returning home
9. An uplifting conclusion

10. The final sentence

11. Remember

IX. Formatting the SOP

X. The Writing Process

XI. The Fate of your Application

XII. About Vocabulary and Grammar

1. General

2. Vocabulary
3. Punctuation

4. Grammar

XIII. About Style
XIV. The Video Essay

1. Video questions

2. The self-introductory video

XV. The Interview

119
119
121

125
125
129
130
137
144

147
147
148
149
151
151
153
161

165
165
166
178
179

183
183
184
185
187
188
188
192
192
193
194
197

199
203
205

207
207
207
216
217

223

235
235
237

239



Table of Contents / 9

1. General 239
2. The PowerPoint interview: MIT’s Master of Business Analytics (MBAn) ... 242
3. Examples of video and interview questions 244
4. Be an interview star 259
5. Admissions results 264
6. Waitlisted 265
7. Deferment policy 267

PART Il
THE ACADEMIC CV

1. The basics 271
2. The CV and the résumé 272
3. Content 273
4. Do’s and don’ts 276
5. Power verbs 277
6. Standard format example 279

PART Il
THE LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION (LOR)

1. General 291
2. Approaching potential recommenders 292
3. Help them be a good writer 293
4. Waiving your right to see the letters 295
5. Additional information for recommenders 295
6. The format 296
7. Don’ts 296
8. The 3D approach 297
9. The key points 298
10. To wrap it up 308
11. The consulting industry letter 308

PART IV
VOCABULARY FOR THE STATEMENT OF PURPOSE/
LE VOCABULAIRE POUR LA LETTRE DE CANDIDATURE

I. From the Bac to College/Du bac a la fac 313
The baccalaureat/Le bac 313
The preparatory program/Les classes préparatoires 313
College/La fac 315
The Grande ecole/La Grande école 316
The curriculum/Le programme 317
Fields of study/Les domaines d’érudes 318
Academic accomplishments/La réussite scolaire 321
The knowledge gained/Les connaissances acquises 321
Applying abroad/La candidature i I’ étranger 322
Reasons for applying/Pourquoi candidater 323

What to expect from coursework or project work/
De ['utilité des cours ou des projets 325




II. Thinking through/Réfléchir sur soi-méme 327

Background/Le milieu 327
Diversity/La mixité 328
Who am I?/Qui suis-je? 329
II1. SOP Openers/Liaccroche 337
Interest/L’intérét 337
Coursework/Les cours 337
The past/Le passé 339
The family/La famille 339
The final introductory sentence/La derniére phrase de I'introduction ... 339
IV. Research/La recherche 341
The doctoral program/Le programme doctoral 341
Research interests/Les intéréts en recherche 341
The research project/Le projet de recherche 344
Lab work/Les travaux expérimentaux 345
The research paper/Larticle de recherche 345

346

The findings of one’s research/Les résultats de ses recherches

The project and the human factor/Le projer et le facteur humain 347
V. Work Experience/Lexpérience professionnelle 349
Working/Le travail 349
‘The gap year/Luannée de césure 351
Military duty/Le service militaire 352
The work placement/Le stage 356
Career goals/Les objectifs de carriére 357
Experience/Lexpérience 359
Opportunity/Loccasion 360
Achievement/La réussite 361
Skills/Les compétences 361
VI. The Personal History Statement (PHS)/L'expérience personnelle ... 363
Teaching/L'enseignement 363
Music/La musique 364
Volunteering/Le bénévolar 365
Involvement in campus life/L implication dans la vie du campiss ... 366
Public speaking/Luart oratoire 367
Sport/Le sport 368
Traveling/Les voyages 370
Lessons gained from experience/Les legons tirées de ['expérience ... 370
To wrap it up/Pour conclure 372
VII. La traduction de bulletins/ Vocabulary for transcripts translation ....... 373

PART V

SAMPLES OF STATEMENTS

I. SOPs 387
II. PHS Samples 421






